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CONTACT US: 
 

Office: (651) 325-2400 
Fax: (651) 325-2401 

Nurse: (651) 325-2786 
Absentee Line: 
(651) 325-2499 

Parent Engagement: 
(651) 325-2492 

Address: 
560 Concordia Avenue 
Saint Paul, MN 55103 

Website: 
www.benmays.spps.org 
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INQUIRER’S JOURNEY: 

“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

BEM CALENDAR:  
 

PTA Meeting Dates 17-18: 
Tuesdays from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 

12/5, 2/6, 4/17, 5/8 
*Childcare, light meal provided 

 
Freedom School/EDL 

Oct. 10-May 10 
*Specific dates coming soon 
 

Mays World Café 
Thursday, October 26th 

5:30-7:30 p.m. 
Place: Benjamin E. Mays 

 
Mays Fall Festival 

Friday, November 3rd  
6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Place: Benjamin E. Mays 
 

*Look here in every issue 
for upcoming school and 

district events  
 

 
 

Freedom School/EDL Enrollment Information 
 

If you want your child(ren) enrolled in our after-school programs 
this year, please fill out the registration forms in last week’s Mays 
packets. Please turn these forms in as soon as possible to secure 
a spot for your student(s). Freedom School and Extended Day 

Learning will be held Tuesdays and Thursdays at Benjamin E. 
Mays from 3:00-4:45 p.m. Busing is available, and snack will be 

provided. The Freedom School/EDL dates are from Oct. 10-May 
10. More specific dates will be available on the calendar soon. For 

questions, e-mail Greg Fairrow at gregory.fairrow@spps.org  or 
check out the website: www.spps.org/freedomschools. 

An Important Message About Safety and Transportation 
 

For safety reasons, please do not drop students off at 
school before 8:15 a.m. Our teachers do not start 

their official workday until that time. School starts at 
8:30 a.m. Transportation changes need to be called in 
to the school office at (651) 325-2400 by 2:00 p.m. 
After 2:00, if you have not called, changes cannot be made for that day and 

students will be sent home the way we have on file. Please do not come to the 
school at the end of the day and try to get your child off the bus. There are no 

exceptions to this rule. We want ALL of our students to get home safely! 
Please call the Benjamin E. Mays office at (651) 325-2400 if you 

have any questions about our policies. 

SHOWING SCHOOL PRIDE: 
Uniform Policy for Benjamin E. Mays 

 
Benjamin E. Mays IB World School is a uniform 

school. Our uniform is part of our identity, and we 
should wear it with pride. Because academics are our 
primary concern, we want to make sure our students 
are able to focus on school and are not distracted by 
what they wear or by what other classmates wear. 

Please visit the Benjamin E. Mays website at 
benmays.spps.org for specific information about the 

uniform, or call the office at (651) 325-2400. 

Lost & Found 
 

Please remind your 
students to check the 
Lost and Found for 
any item of clothing 

they may have 
misplaced. The Lost 
and Found is located 

down the main 
yellow staircase and 

to the left by the 
Kindergarten 
classrooms. 



 
“To Build a Learning Community for all Globally Minded Life-Long Learners” 

Come to the Mays Fall Festival! 
 

When: Fri., Nov. 3rd 
Time: 6:00-8:00 p.m. 

Place: Benjamin E. Mays 
 
What: Food (walking tacos, all-beef 
hot dogs, nachos, pickles, candy, and 

pop); fun games (moon walk, pop bottle ring toss, 
duck pond, tip the cat, bean bag toss, goofy golf, 

lollipop wheel, fish pond); hair flair; face 
painting; and the famous cakewalk! 

 
*Donations for the cakewalk are 
welcomed: Store-bought snack 
cakes, cookies, cupcakes, etc. 

would be great!* 
 

Come out with family and 
friends and have a great night at 
the Mays Fall Festival!   *Sponsored by Mays PTA 

Saint Paul Promise Neighborhood 
Childcare Scholarships Available at Mays 

 
Do you need help paying for childcare or early 

education? Through a statewide program overseen by 
the Minnesota Department of Education, the Saint Paul 

Promise Neighborhood, in partnership with 
ThinkSmall, is offering Early Learning Scholarships 

(up to $7,500 per year) to our Benjamin E. Mays 
families to help pay for high-quality childcare. These 
scholarships are designed to help prepare children for 

kindergarten. Applications (and eligibility 
requirements) are available at the school. For more 

information, please call the Scholarship Information 
Line at (651) 641-6604. If you call, please let the 

scholarship line know the Saint Paul Promise 
Neighborhood referred you to them. 

Take Your Parent to School Day is 
Coming Up Soon! 

 
Take Your Parent to 

School Day is an 
opportunity for caregivers 
to view school through a 

child’s perspective. Families are introduced to school 
systems, environment, and routines in their child’s 
classroom, and will be able to connect with other 
parents, build relationships with teachers, and ask 

any questions needed. 
 

1st Grade: Oct. 4, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 
2nd Grade: Oct. 5, 8:30-10:30 a.m. 

Full & half-day a.m. Pre-K: Oct. 10, 8:30-11:00 
Half-day p.m. Pre-K: Oct. 10, 12:30-3:00 p.m. 

Pre-K at Rondo: Oct. 11, 8:30-11:00 a.m. 
Kindergarten: Oct. 12, 8:30-11:00 a.m. 

 
Invitations will be sent out to families very soon. 

If you have any questions about these events, please 
call Karen Shanahan at (651) 325-2492. 

2017-2018 Attendance Policy 
 

According to the Benjamin E. Mays attendance 
policy, all student absences must be called in every 
day a student is absent. To report an absence, please 

call the attendance line at (651) 325-2499. 

 

 

Community 

Action 

Family 

Engagement 

Announcement from Ms. Farley, our 
BEM Gym Teacher 

 
Weather permitting, gym classes at BEM will 

be held outside this week and every week after. 
Please make sure your inquirers have proper 
shoes (tennis shoes or shoes to move in) and 

jackets/coats to match the weather. Thank you 
for your cooperation. Let’s have fun! 

Thurs., Oct. 26th 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

Benjamin E. Mays 
 

Community Action & 
Family Engagement at 
Benjamin E. Mays IB 

World School. Join us for 
dynamic conversations 

that matter! We will also 
provide a light dinner. For 

more information about 
this event please call 
Karen Shanahan at 

(651) 325-2492. 
 

Let your voice be heard! 
 

*Sponsored by Mays PTA 

 

What does it really mean to be an IB 
school? 

 
As an International Baccalaureate school, 

Benjamin E. Mays promotes student-based learning 
that is centered on critical thinking, social action, 
communication, research, and self-management. The 
IB Primary Years Programme (PYP) helps students 
develop an international perspective and become 
productive global citizens through rigorous 
curriculum. 

The IB/PYP aligns with the Benjamin E. Mays 
Mission Statement, which says, “Through rigorous 
intercultural and interdisciplinary studies, students 
will be empowered with the communication and 
leadership skills necessary to become productive 
global citizens who are inquiring, knowledgeable, 
and caring.” We encourage you to look in this 
newsletter each week to find out how being an IB 
school sets Benjamin E. Mays apart! 


